




Operation Nighthawk tests base
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

In 2001, 2d Lt. Christiane Makela was
one step away from leaving the Air Force.
At the time, she was a staff sergeant as-
signed to the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron
at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz.

She changed her mind and traded her
stripes for gold bars via the Airman
Education and Commissioning Program.

Lieutenant Makela was commissioned
through the Air Force ROTC program at
Arizona State University in 2004 and is
now assigned to the 366th CES at Mountain
Home AFB, Idaho.

“It was an opportunity I couldn’t afford
to pass up,” she said. “I was able to go to
school full time and not have to worry about
financial matters due to the fact that I was
still receiving a regular paycheck.”

The program offers active-duty enlisted
Airmen the opportunity to attend college on
a full-time basis, complete degree require-
ments and earn a commission.

“Airmen selected for this program must
pursue one of the Air Force’s sought-after
technical degrees and join an Air Force
ROTC program,” said Col. Steve Wayne,
Air Force ROTC national commander.

Airmen selected for the program remain
on active duty and are administratively as-
signed to an Air Force ROTC detachment,
he said. Besides full pay and benefits, they
receive a scholarship of up to $15,000 per
year for tuition and fees and an annual text-
book allowance of $600.

Before application begins, interested
Airmen must complete a required amount
of college credits, most of which needs to
be completed in a physical classroom.

Barksdale Airmen interested in the pro-
gram should call the education office at
456-2615 and set up an appointment with
an education counselor such as Mr. Jim
Merryman. Acounselor will discuss options
and requirements about how members can
become accepted in the program. 

The education encourages Airmen inter-
ested in the program to come in and discuss
plans early to expedite the process.

“If an Airman has some school, and the
classes they have taken apply to the re-
quired academic curriculum they can get in-
to the program within two years,” Mr.
Merryman said. “Airmen starting from the
beginning should move quickly. They
should complete their Career Development
Courses quickly, complete their five level,
get involved with the education center and
begin taking classes leading  to their major.”

Mr. Merryman also said that once all of
the requirements for application are met, the
office makes sure all applications are cor-
rect, ensuring a high rate of selection.

Last year, only one Barksdale Airman
applied for the program and that Airman
was accepted, he said.

For eligibility requirements and more in-
formation, visit the education office or go
online to the military-restricted Web site at
http://afoats.maxwell.af.mil. (Courtesy of
AETC News Service)
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